Minutes of the Ivychurch Parish Council
8th September 2011
Present: Andy Daburn, Tina Knight, Doug Suckling (Chair)
Members of the Public: 14
1.

Apologies - Caroline Solly

2.

Declarations of Interest – None.

3.

Minutes of 11th August 2011
3.1
Page 1of the Minutes was approved and signed by the Chairman as
correct, Page 2 needed a minor amendment and would then be
signed.
Actions from Previous Meetings
4.1
EDF overcharging – Andy is still chasing up via phone/email to try to
close this issue, it appears now to have been resolved and we are
awaiting a new bill from EDF. Meter readings were taken and given to
Andy.
4.2
Village Sign – It was agreed that the new village sign looked excellent.
The good work by Kim in raising almost all of the money and
organising the purchase and erection was recognised at the meeting.
However the sign had not been placed in the correct position,
The Parish Council’s decision for the placement of the sign on the
village green, (see previous minutes), was conveyed by e-mail to Kim
Bartlett 1 week prior to the erection but was never confirmed by those
erecting the sign, no date was given to the Parish Council for the
erection of the sign so the PC were not aware that it was taking place.
Most of the members of the public at this meeting were attending to
give their views about the position of the sign and felt that now it has
been erected, albeit in a different position to that already decided by
the PC, it would be a waste of Council money to move it now. The
chairman stated that in his opinion the ‘waste of money’ had already
taken place as it was incorrectly positioned, The decision of the PC
prior to the signs erection, and prior to this meeting still stands for the
time being, (under our code of conduct a decision made by the PC
can not be reversed for a period of at least six months). ie. that the
sign should be erected near to the corner of the village green by the
junction. No actions arose from these discussions. It was agreed that
a review of the situation would take place at a later date. (This is an
abbreviated summary of the discussions that took place where all
members of the public were given the chance to and did air their
views).
4.3
Flat roof repairs still required. DS to obtain quotations for next
meeting.
4.4
Reduction in rates – Judy to report next month on progress.
4.5
Letter to be drafted to those who have been cutting the grass and
hedge. When asked by a member of the public about the content of
the letter, it was explained that the letter would ask the volunteers to
insure themselves or sign a disclaimer for the Parish Council, a
discussion took place regarding the insurance costs to the PC, and
the cost of contracting the cutting out, it was concluded that there
could be a small saving by volunteers doing the job as opposed to
contract but because a contract would not exist, there could be no
guarantee that the work would be done by the volunteers.
4.6
Donation from pub re use of village green for car parking during recent
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beer festival is still awaited. Doug to chase next time in pub.
Shepway to be questioned again regarding various planning
enforcement notices ie. Jag Man and Martins farm.
4.8
Letter to be written regarding ball from village green entering nearby
garden.
4.9
Digital TV switchover – open evening may be arranged in village hall
to provide information to residents nearer the switchover date of June
2012. (this minute to remain on future minutes as a reminder nearer
the switch over)
Treasurers Report
5.1
Balance stands at £3125.70p
Village Hall and Green
4.10
Visibility at the main T junction and speeding in the village has been
raised as an issue for local residents/motorists. The cost of a convex
mirror would be between £25 and £60, it was agreed that we would
wait for Caroline’s return before progressing but could see no reason
why we should not progress this. The issue of funding a speed
camera would be considered at a later date
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Planning
7.1
No new applications this month, but following a complaint and open
discussions with local residents it was agreed that Doug would raise
the issue yet again with Shepway and that a petition is raised to show
the feeling of the local residents regarding the White House Land site
which is constantly breaching conditions imposed by the Planning
Inspectorate Bristol. The continued use of caravans for residential use
at Martins Farm would also be raised with the District Council. It was
suggested that these sites may well contribute to a devaluation of
properties within the area and that this feeling is made known to the
District Council.
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8.

Correspondence
8.1
Two items of correspondence had been received, one regarding local
road closures and the other about Marie Curie cancer research, both
items were place on the table in the village hall and a poster placed
on the notice board

9.

Any Other Business
9.1
It was noted that attendance at this meeting was unusually high due to
the discussions around the village sign; the members of the public
were thanked for their attendance and were encouraged to participate
more often in the Parish Council meetings.
9.2
Doug mentioned that as a result of his intention to stand down as
Chairman from spring 2012, the parish council would only be quorate
if all members of the council attended the meetings; it was difficult
enough already to get all 4 members together on a monthly basis. As
we are running with one person less on the council at the moment, he
invited anyone interested in becoming a councillor to come forward
and join the Council.
9.3
It was suggested by members of the public that a generic e-mail
should be sent out containing the minutes and agenda for the next
meeting, this would help people know what was going on in the
village. Doug supported this approach but asked who would be
responsible for the control of this action every month; he also stated
that the minutes and agendas were posted on the notice boards for
everyone to see. Andy said that he would try to communicate the
agendas to the e-mails that he would collect after this meeting.
9.4
It was suggested that the Parish Councils web site is updated with the
agendas and minutes, but as this had been used against the Parish
Council previously for not updating the site early enough and that
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10.

there is no requirement for the Parish Council to do this, we would
consider this action as and when we have time and people trained to
the KCC requirements, at present only Doug is trained.
9.5
It was suggested that the millennium bench currently housed in the
village hall should be placed on the green or in the church area. The
parish council would discuss this further.
9.6
During discussions on the positioning of the millennium bench it was
suggested that the Parish council consider the purchase of a Bike
stand to be placed outside the church. This could be discussed further
when a decision is made on the location of the bench.
9.7
Doug raised the fact that without volunteers to run the Ivychurch
Amenities Association he proposed to close the charity at the end of
the financial year, (Dec 2011). The IAA had only been kept running for
the past year so that funding could be sought for the Village sign and
for new Play equipment. These two projects have been successfully
completed by Kim and without offers to run the IAA it would close.
Date of Next Meeting
th
13 October 2011 at 1930 (To be confirmed)
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Meeting closed at 21:10
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